HB 2871-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that effective transportation planning in urbanized
regions requires stronger and clearer lines of responsibility
and accountability.

Finds that integrated, nmultinodal transportation planning
will help reduce transportati on congestion and i nprove safety,

and that streamined decision making wll help reduce
political congestion.

Finds that coordinated planning of, investnent in, and
operation of transportation systens wll have significant

benefit to the citizens of Washington, and that it is the wll
of the people to fund regional transportation solutions,
including inproving transit service in urbanized areas and
anong existing, fragnmented transit agencies in the region.
Al t hough equity consi derations must be respect ed,
transportati on problens are broader and deeper than the sum of
geogr aphi ¢ subar eas.

Declares that it is therefore the policy of the state of
Washi ngton to create a regional transportation comm ssion to
develop a proposal for a regional transportation governing
entity nore directly accountable to the public, and to devel op a
conprehensive regional transportation finance plan for the
citizens of the Puget Sound netropolitan region.

Declares that the comm ssion has the follow ng duties:
(1) Evaluate transportation governance in the central Puget
Sound area within the jurisdiction of the Puget Sound regional
counci | . The conmi Ssi on shal | assess and devel op
recommendations for what steps should be taken to: (a)
Consol i dat e governance anong agencies, including changes in
institutional powers, structures, and relationships and
gover nance needed to inprove accountability for transportation
deci si ons, whil e enhanci ng t he r egi onal f ocus for
transportati on deci sions and mai ntaining equity anong citizens
in the region; (b) inprove coordination in the planning of
transportation investnments and services; (c) I mprove
i nvestment strategies; (d) coordinate transportation planning
and investnents with adopted land use policies within the
region; (e) enhance efficiency and coordination in the
delivery of services provided; (f) adjust boundaries for
agencies or functions within the region to address existing
and future transportation and | and use issues; and (g) inprove
coordi nati on between regional investnents and federal funds,
and state funding, including those admnistered by the
transportation i mpr ovenent board, t he county r oad
adm nistration board, and the freight nobility strategic
i nvest ment board;



(2) Develop a regional transportati on governance proposal
that includes, at a mninum the formation of a regional
transportati on governing entity, of which all or a majority of
its menbers nmust be directly el ected, the revenue sources that
will be available to such entity, and the scope of planning
authority of such entity;

(3) Publicize the comm ssion's proposal referenced in
this act by Novenber 15, 2006, and provide at |east fifteen
days for public comrent;

(4) Adopt the proposal referenced in this act and submt
it to the legislature by January 1, 2007;

(5) Develop a conprehensive, integrated transportation
finance plan for the netropolitan Puget Sound region to be
submtted to the affected voters by the regi ona
transportati on governing entity;

(6) Conduct public neetings to assure active public
participation in the devel opnent of the proposal referenced in
this act and the regional transportation finance plan
referenced in this act.

Provides that, prior to a regional transportation public
vote, the departnent of transportation nust conplete all of
the followng requirenents for both the Al askan Way vi aduct
and Seattle Seawall replacenent project, and the state route
nunber 520 bridge replacenent and HOV project: (1) In
accordance wth the national environmental policy act, the
department nust designate the preferred alternative, prepare a
subst anti al proj ect mtigation plan, and conplete a
conpr ehensi ve cost estimate review using the departnent's cost
estimate validation process, for each project;

(2) In accordance with all applicable federal highway
adm ni stration planning and project nmanagenent requirenents,
the departnent nust prepare a project finance plan for each
project that clearly identifies secured and anticipated fund
sources, cash flow timng requirenents, and project staging
and phasing plans if applicable; and

(3) The departnent nust report these results for each
project to the joint transportation conmmttee.



